
Prospective Applicants after the January Deadline

This chart explains what to do if you are contacted by a prospective 

applicant, prior to their making a formal application.

At a glance, is the applicant a serious prospect?
1. Proper email message

2. Appropriate academic background

3. Research experience
(If in doubt, answer ‘yes’.)

Are you interested 

/ looking for 

another student?

Yes No

Does the applicant 

indicate secured or 

potential external 

funding?

Politely inform the 

applicant that you 

are not interested.

Yes

No

Forward the email to RDM Graduate Enquiries 

(graduate.enquiries@rdm.ox.ac.uk) in case this student 

would be of interest to other PIs in the Department.

Is the applicant 

exceptional?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Are you interested 

in taking this 

further?

Look at the applicant’s CV and 

arrange an informal chat to find 

out more about aptitude, funding 

prospects. Enough to decide if you 

want to take this further.

Ask the applicant to make a formal 

application online.

Refer them to the RDM website 

(www.rdm.ox.ac.uk/for-applicants) 

for details on how to apply.

Yes

No

If you have any queries about the eligibility of the degree, scholarship details, visas, etc., then Bob 

Mahoney (bob.mahoney@rdm.ox.ac.uk) should be able to assist you.


