[bookmark: _GoBack]Procedures for the Management of Needle stick, or other "Sharps" Injuries, and Splash Incidents with Potentially Infected Material
* Please visit for Oxford University OHS website for details of full policy:      
        https://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/uohs/policies-guidance/sharps/
This policy extract details the procedures to be followed when any incident occurs that may expose University staff, students or visitors to potentially infectious materials in laboratories or other workplaces. 

Treatment for exposure to potentially infectious material:
· Puncture or other wounds should be encouraged to bleed vigorously under cold, running water, using soap.
· Wounds must not be sucked, squeezed or scrubbed because this may cause tissue trauma and encourage the spread of infection.
· Wounds should be covered with a dry dressing.
· Splashes to the eyes (after first removing contact lenses), broken skin or mouth, should be washed immediately and liberally with water. Located OCMR Sat Lab eye wash kit next to sink.
· The Oxford University Occupational Health Service should be contacted immediately on 01865 (2)82676 (normal OHS hours are 08.30 to 17.00 hrs on weekdays). At other times, or if there is difficulty contacting the OHS, immediately telephone the on-call microbiologist via the John Radcliffe Hospital switchboard (01865 741166).
· All events must be reported as soon as possible to the immediate supervisor/investigator and an accident form completed and sent to the University Safety Office (James Brown CVM); supervisors should endeavour to ensure the confidentiality of the individual concerned
· Details of the source of the potentially infected material should be retained, including patient details if appropriate, to facilitate any necessary follow up. 
· If blood will be required from another person for testing, the source must be aware of any tests which may be done and have first given written informed consent. The injured party should not seek this consent themselves but should involve a senior clinician responsible for the person (if a patient) or Principle Investigator/Senior Researcher (if participant). 
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